
Who is still going on about the crisis? The 
Federal Republic of Germany has emerged 
even stronger from the economic crisis: 
according to an OECD study, the unemploy-
ment rate dropped from 7.9 to 7.0 per cent 
during the last two years and a half. In the 
other OECD states, however, the rate incre-
ased from 5.7 to 8.6 per cent. This is a quite 
remarkable development, all the more so as 
Germany was particularly affected by the re-
cession, its economic performance slumping 
by 6.7 per cent. 
The orders, too, give cause for optimism, for 
instance in mechanical engineering: in May, 
orders increased by a noteworthy 61 per cent 
compared to May 2009, with orders from ab-
road increasing more (by 68 per cent) than 
domestic ones (by 50 per cent). 
Of course, this economic surge takes its ef-
fect on our Messe, the Karlsruhe Trade Fair 
Centre, our conferences and tourism, too. 
Our Messe can look back at the most suc-
cessful half year of its history, with 320,000 
visitors. And our city’s hotels also bene-
fit from this trend: during the first three 
months of the year, they showed an increase 
in guests of more than 20 per cent compared 
to the same period of the previous year. 
The crisis was yesterday - the recovery is 
today!
I am looking forward to carrying on this posi-
tive momentum into the future together with 
you! 

Your Martin Wacker

Dear readers, 
dear networkers! Karlsruhe meets India

What has Karlsruhe to do with India? 
Quite a lot! You will discover this after 
having read just a few pages of the new 
book “Karlsruhe meets India“. The ma-
jor link between them is the German-
Indian Association of Karlsruhe (DIG), 
which was founded precisely 50 years 
ago by the then director of the Nuclear 
Research Centre, Dr. Rudolf Greifeld. 

The DIG’s 50th anniversary coincides 
with the 60th anniversary of Indian in-
dependence: on 26th 1950, the consti-
tution of the world’s biggest democracy 
became effective. While the new Indian 
state was still in its infancy, the DIG 
Karlsruhe was already active providing 
the Fan-Shaped City a key role in Indo-
German relations. 

This informative, well-illustrated pa-
perback reflects the manifold cultural, 
economic and scientific links highligh-
ting the history of the close partnership 
between the TechnologieRegion Karls-
ruhe and the subcontinent. 

It portrays individual personalities 
such as Indira Nehru, the future Pri-
me Minister, visiting her mother in 
Badenweiler sanato¬rium, but it also 
presents the engagement of firms such 
as Bosch and Siemens. The DIG has 
achieved a lot in its 50 years of exis-
tence and a detailed chapter shows this 
work and commitment. The attractive 
cultural programme that the DIG, in 
cooperation with municipal institutions 
such as the Adult Education Centre 
or the International 
Meeting Centre, ma-
nages to organise at 
regular intervals, par-
ticularly adds to the 
association’s image. 

NEWSLETTER
July 2010 Indo-German-Network

IMPRESSUM

V. i. S. d. P.:	 Martin Wacker
Ansprechpartner: 	 Ralf Eichhorn
		  Wirtschaftsförderung 
		  Karlsruhe
		  ralf.eichhorn@wifoe.karlsruhe.de
		  Martin Wacker
		  Karlsruher Messe- und 
		  Kongress-GmbH
		  martin.wacker@kmkg.de

	   www.indo-german-network-karlsruhe.de

Redaktion:		  Philipp Schätzle
		  philipp.schaetzle@kmkg.de
		  Tel.: +49 721 3720-2301

Herausgeber:	 Indo-German-Network
		  Karlsruher Messe- und 
		  Kongress-GmbH
		  Postfach 12 08
		  D- 76002 Karlsruhe



Karlsruhe in Mumbai

“Karlsruhe is a model of what will be essen-
tial for Germany’s future: boasting expertise 
in information technologies and interlinking 
research, science and business in an exemp-
lary way.“ With these words on Karlsruhe as 
a business location, Walter Stechel, the Ger-
man Consul General in Mumbai, opened the 
business dinner given by the Indo-German 
Network Karlsruhe late in January as part of 
the two-day presentation in the Indian eco-
nomic hub. The network set up by the Karls-
ruhe Economic Development Department, 
the Karlsruhe Trade Fair Centre and the Tou-
rism Centre, helps companies from India and 
Karlsruhe get access to the market and tries 
to attract Indian visitors and exhibitors to the 
trade fairs held in Karlsruhe, for example 
RESALE, IT-TRANS or LEARNTEC. Besi-
des Indian entrepreneurs and journalists, 
company representatives from the Karlsru-
he area who had accompanied the network 
activities attended the business dinner (our 
photo). A further highlight of the presenta-
tion trip was a workshop with Indian travel 
agents during which tourism office workers 
from Karlsruhe and Baden-Baden gave talks 
on the assets Karlsruhe has to offer as a tou-
rist region. Another focus was on the Tech-
nologieRegion as a business destination. To 
close the events, India’s Honorary Consul in 
Baden-Württemberg and Rhineland-Palati-
nate, Stuttgart entrepreneur Andreas Lapp, 
had invited over 1,500 decision-makers from 
business, science, politics and culture to a 
hotel garden in Mumbai, where Karlsruhe 
presented itself at an information kiosk. 

“We were able to help our companies make 
valuable contacts thanks to the continuously 
growing network”, summarised Ralf Eichhorn 
from the Karlsruhe Economic Development 
Department the two-day event in Mumbai. 
For Monika Storck, Karlsruhe’s head of tou-
rism, the short trip was “another important 
step towards attracting more guests from the 
subcontinent. From 2007 to 2008 alone, we 
were able to increase their number by 20%  - 
more than 4,000 nights were counted.“ Trade 
fair company representative Martin Wacker 
reports having received numerous specific 
queries concerning international trade fairs 
held in Karlsruhe: “People showed particular 
interest in RESALE as well as in IT-Trans. We 
are again expecting some delegations from 
Mumbai to visit RESALE“. The managers of 
Karlsruhe-based BOKELA Ingenieurgesell-
schaft für Mechanische Verfahrenstechnik, 
who had also accepted the network’s invita-
tion to India, were highly satisfied: “We give 
thanks to the team from Karlsruhe for having 
excellently represented our home town, the 
region and in particular Karlsruhe as a tech-
nology hub. Both events had an important role 
in BOKELA’s decision to largely develop its 
entrepreneurial engagements in India and es-
pecially in Mumbai and its surrounding area“, 
summarises Dr. Reinhard Bott. BOKELA 
manager Dr. Thomas Langeloh adds,”The 
Indo-German-Network Karlsruhe has been 
instrumental in our decision by its dynamic 
networking and assistance in making contact 
with representatives of German institutions 
as well as component suppliers and service 
providers. We now expect to be able to sign a 
further deal in India in the next four weeks.”

Cooperation between KIT 
and KMK
Uniting forces to strengthen Karlsruhe’s 
position as a centre of science 

Late in June, Dr-Ing. Peter Fritz, Vice-Pre-
sident for research and innovation at the 
Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, and Britta 
Wirtz, speaker of the management board of 
the KMK, Karlsruher Messe- und Kongress-
GmbH (KMK), officially sealed the cooperation 
between KIT and KMK. They signed an agree-
ment aiming to promote Karlsruhe, a centre of 
science, as a venue for national and internati-
onal conventions, meetings and other events. 
“The purpose of this agreement is to further 
intensify the cooperation links, to give new 
impetus to the convention centre and to ge-
nerate valuable synergies according to KMK’s 
motto ‘Connecting Ideas’”, Britta Wirtz said. 
The contract provides ideal opportunities for 
joint acquisition and the organisation of nati-
onal and international conventions which, in 
the long run, will strengthen Karlsruhe’s po-
sition as a city of science and a conference ve-
nue”. Dr Peter Fritz added, “Before this back-
ground, it is more than appropriate for the two 
partners to strategically pool their competen-
ces and to present together Karlsruhe as a 
business location. The KMK’s services help 
the KIT to present itself more effectively to the 
business and science sector and to the public 
and to launch cooperation projects“, Dr Peter 
Fritz continued.

The Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, resul-
ting from a merger between a major research 
establishment and a university, is one of the 
largest research and education institutions 
in the world and is a tremendous asset for 
Karlsruhe. Its position as a research hotspot 
is further strengthened by a great many other 
scientific institutions and establishments 
of higher learning and hospitals. Thanks to 
its convention centre and trade fair centre, 
the KMK provides ideal venues for scientific 
events and invites all organisations active in 
Karlsruhe to hold conferences here in order 
to promote worldwide Karlsruhe’s reputation 
as a centre of science.



Review: Energy Forum Karlsruhe 
meets Indo-German Network at 
the 3rd WTT-EXPO - Trade fair for 
industrial heat and cooling tech-
nology in Karlsruhe

From 27th to 29th April 2010, Karlsruhe 
again hosted the WTT-EXPO and was a mee-
ting point for the entire energy sector in the 
German-speaking area, a platform for ener-
gy efficiency attracting more than 2,500 nati-
onal and international visitors. One out of five 
visitors was from abroad. 

On 28th April 2010, the Energy Forum, co-
founded by the Karlsruhe Economic Deve-
lopment Department in 2006, complemen-
ted the fringe events by organising an open 
forum in cooperation with the Indo-German 
Network Karlsruhe. 

The talks given during the open forum were 
an opportunity for the audience to get infor-
mation on fields such as integrated energy 
concepts, the use of heat from waste water, 
geothermal energy for seasonal storage and 
the Indian energy market as a chance for Ger-
man companies. After the talks, the audience 
had the opportunity to individually meet the 
speakers to exchange ideas on issues such 
as the implementation of new research and 
development results.  

The talks given at the forum are available in 
German for downloading at 
www.energieforum-karlsruhe.de

IWRM Karlsruhe 
24th – 25th November 2010

In view of the large seasonal variations in the 
availability, quality and need of water, the 
purpose of water resources manage¬ment 
is to optimise its use according to guide-
lines defined by the society and business. 
Today, water resources management is as 
important as the development of new water 
resources, the purification and distribution 
of water. The conference “IWRM Karlsruhe 
2010”, accompanied by an exhibition, aims 
to bring together internationally available 
knowledge and practical experience in the 
field of “Integrated Water Resource Manage-
ment” and to encourage its application. The 
IWRM Karlsruhe 2010 will cover all facets of 
water management, from computer-based 
modelling of water resources to scenario-
based support in decision-making. Therefore 
the conference invites direct users of such 
systems and municipal and private water 
providers, including those responsible for the 
definition of the framework for guidelines, as 
well as service providers and scientists offe-
ring or developing IWRM systems. The IWRM 
Karlsruhe will thus fulfil its aim to link the 
operative chain - from defining scenarios to 
parameterising task-appropriate models and 
to optimised and comprehensible decision-
finding - to the aspects of model develop-
ment and the necessary provision of data 
whenever possible. The exhibition accom-
panying the conference gives an opportunity 
to discuss the functioning of these systems 
directly with the providers. 

www.iwrm-karlsruhe.com

RATNA BERATUNG – 
COMPANY PROFILE

RATNA BERATUNG was founded in 1992, first 
as a company providing industrial consulting 
services. In the beginning, its focus was on 
project-related tasks in sectors such as the 
foundry industry, mechanical engineering 
and magneto-hydro-dynamics (MHD). 

In 1998 the firm’s focus changed to trade 
fairs, initiating a co-operation with the OR-
BITZ company, which has a reputation in In-
dia as a pioneer in organising trips to German 
trade fairs. ORBITZ used RATNA BERATUNG’s 
services to improve customer acquisition. So 
the consulting firm started organising vi-
sits to German trade fairs for Indian custo-
mers including company visits and lectures 
and company seminars. Among these fairs 
were GIFA, DRUPA, K and IBA in Düssel-
dorf, ANUGA-FOOD TECH and IMB in Colo-
gne, ACHEMA in Frankfurt and INTERVITIS- 
INTERFRUCTA in Stuttgart.

It was in 2006 at the “Stuttgart meets Mum-
bai” festival that the contact with Karlsruhe 
was established. A co-operation agreement 
between the Karlsruher Messe- und Kon-
gress-GmbH (KMK), the Karlsruhe Econo-
mic Development Department and RATNA 
BERATUNG was made. The first visit of a 
group from India to Karlsruhe, organised 
by RATNA BERATUNG, already took place 
in September 2006 and the group was wel-
comed by the Karlsruhe Economic Develop-
ment Department.

The co-operation between RATNA BERATUNG 
and the Karlsruhe partners – the KMK, the 
Economic Development Department and 
Karlsruhe university’s International Depart-
ment - started officially in 2007. Our main 
fields of activity are industrial consulting and 
marketing, focusing on trade fairs as a major 
marketing tool!

More information at    
www.ratnaberatung.com 






